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The invited choir  

Worth Abbey is a 
Benedictine Monastery 
just south of London, 
home to a thriving 
community of around 
twenty monks. Worth 
Abbey Choir was 
established in October 
2022 following a 
renewed desire for a 
high-quality, traditional 
music provision at 
Sunday morning liturgies 
in particular, and it has quickly gained a reputation as being one of the 
leading Catholic choirs in the United Kingdom. The choir draws both 
professional and volunteer lay musicians from various parts its Diocese 
(Roman Catholic Diocese of Arundel & Brighton) and further afield. 
Other than the regular Sunday Masses, the choir gathers for large events 
such as the Visitation of the Relics of Saint Bernadette (2022), and a 
performance of Vivaldi's Gloria in early 2025 with around 150 singers 
and instrumentalists. Hospitality and welcoming guests to sing with 
Worth Abbey Choir is a significant part of the choir's Benedictine 
mission. 

In August 2024, Worth Abbey Choir went on tour to Venice during which 
it sang concerts at San Giorgio Maggiore and the basilica on the island of 
Murano (Basilica dei Santi Maria e Donato); it also sang for Sunday Mass 
at the world-famous San Marco Basilica where it performed music by 
Rachmaninoff, Tallis and Giovanni Gabrieli – a composer whose output 
is very much associated with San Marco. 

Today’s concert at Saint-Sulpice on the Feast of the Assumption is the 
first of two concerts in Paris this August, with the second being at Saint-
Étienne-du-Mont on 16th August. Forthcoming tours are planned for 
Rouen (Saint-Ouen), Malta, Santiago de Compostela (Spain) and The 
Vatican/Rome.   



Edward Dean, direction 

Edward Dean is Director of Music and Monastic Organist at Worth Abbey, and 
is a prizewinning graduate of the Royal College of Music and the Eastman School 
of Music (Rochester NY, USA). 

At Worth Abbey, he accompanies the Benedictine monks daily for Lauds, 
Conventual Mass and Vespers; he also has responsibility for conducting the 
Abbey Choir which sings for Sunday Masses and special services at the Abbey. 

In March 2018, he was appointed as Assistant Director of Music at Holy Trinity 
Sloane Street: a building once described by John Betjeman as “The Cathedral of 
the Arts and Crafts”; he was later appointed Organist. Previous Organists of 
Holy Trinity Sloane Street include Edwin Lemare, Walter Alcock and John 
Ireland. 

Edward earned his Master of Music degree studying under Nathan Laube at the 
Eastman School of Music and was supported very generously during his time 
there by the Ann Anway scholarship and also the Charles R. Nicholls Memorial 
Scholarship. In July 2013 he graduated from the Royal College of Music in 
London with First Class Honours, gaining the Harold Darke 

prize for organ performance at the same time. At the Royal College he studied 
interpretation and improvisation with Sophie-Véronique Cauchefer-Choplin 
(Saint-Sulpice), with David Graham (Church of the Immaculate Conception, 
Farm Street, London), and harpsichord with Terence Charlston. In between his 
studies in London and the USA, he studied privately with Andrew Dewar in 
Paris. 

Edward has also held positions at the American Cathedral in Paris, St Bride’s 
Church Fleet Street, and the Anglican Church in Oslo. He was also awarded the 
first ever Organ Scholarship at Lancing College, Sussex. 

As a composer, Edward’s compositions have been performed at international 
venues and festivals, including the East Texas Pipe Organ Festival and the 
Cathedral of St John the Divine, New York City. 

Edward is in high demand as a harmonium player, and has both restored 
harmoniums and acted as a consultant for the BBC (British Broadcasting 
Corporation) and The American Cathedral in Paris. Later this month, he joins 
the Chamber Orchestra of Europe in a tour to Finland, Germany, and 
Switzerland performing Franz Schreker’s Kammersymphonie; the final concert 
of this tour is to be at London's Royal Albert Hall as a part of the renowned 
annual BBC Proms concerts. 

 



Karol Mossakowski, great organ 

Karol Mossakowski is acclaimed both as a performer and as an improviser, and 
pursues a highly active international career in these two fields, which he 
continually enriches in mutual dialogue. He is the winner of an impressive 
number of international competitions, including the Prague Spring and the 
Grand Prix de Chartres. In February 2023, he was appointed titular organist of 
the prestigious Aristide Cavaillé-Coll grand organ of Saint-Sulpice Church, 
succeeding a line of musicians notably marked by the figures of Charles-Marie 
Widor, Marcel Dupré, and Daniel Roth.  

His complete biography on aross.fr: 

 

 

 

 

� karolmossakowski.com 

 

 

Axel de Marnhac, choir organ  

Appointed by competition in September 2024 as titular organist of the choir 
organ of Saint-Sulpice Church, Axel de Marnhac is honing his improvisation 
skills with Sophie-Véronique Cauchefer-Choplin and benefits from the valuable 
guidance of Daniel Roth in interpretation and composition. 

After completing his studies at the Paris Conservatoire (CNSM), where he 
earned a Master’s degree in organ and a Master’s degree in basso continuo, he 
has, since September 2024, been pursuing further studies in the organ class of 
Vincent Warnier at the École Normale Supérieure de Musique Alfred Cortot in 
Paris, while embarking on a career as a concert artist. 

 His complete biography on aross.fr: 

 

 

 

 

 



The program   

Anton Bruckner (1824-1896) 
Tota pulchra es 

Edvard Grieg (1843-1907)  
Ave Maris Stella 

Owen Reid (*1994) 
Ave Maria 

Jacobus Gallus (1550-1591, also attributed to Tomás Luis de Victoria) 
Ave Maria 

* 
*   * 

Louis Vierne (1870-1937)  
Clair de lune, extract from Pièces de fantaisie (great organ) 

Sergueï Rachmaninov (1873-1943) 
Bogoroditse Devo 

Gioachino Rossini (1792-1868)  
O Salutaris Hostia 

 
* 

*   * 

Louis Vierne  

Messe solennelle, op. 16 in C-sharp minor for choir and organs 
(interpretated for the first time at Saint-Sulpice by Louis Vierne and 
Charles-Marie Widor on December 8th, 1901)  

- Kyrie eleison 

- Gloria in excelsis deo 

- Sanctus 

- Benedictus 

- Agnus dei 



Association for the prestige and promotion of 

the Cavaillé-Coll Organs of Saint-Sulpice  

The Church of St. Sulpice houses two exceptional instruments 
constructed by the acclaimed organ builder Aristide Cavaillé-Coll (1811-
1899). With thoroughly preserved tonal and aesthetic designs, the choir 
organ (1858) and main organ (1862) are irreplaceable, serve as 
testimonies to the builder's art, and represent hallmarks of the organ 
world. 

Charged with the public promotion of these instruments, the 
Association for the prestige and promotion of the Cavaillé-Coll Organs 
of Saint-Sulpice (AROSS) organizes each year a series of concerts 
featuring international concert organists, choirs, orchestras, and other 
ensembles. 

The organization of concerts, which must cover the costs of 
honoraria, transportation, lodging of the artists, communications, etc., 
as well as the upkeep of the organs, amount to considerable expense. 
This is why we are counting on your generosity to help us in those 
projects. 

❖ How to follow us?  

Website: www.aross.fr 

 

❖ The next concert 

Sunday 21st, September – 4PM, Trumpet and organ duet,  
Reinhold Friedrich and Sebastian Küchler-Blessing (Germany), free 
entrance.   
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